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My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

       The month of November gives us the opportunity each year to express our gratitude to God for the breath 

of life He gave to us and it is a time to thank our families, our communities and our friends.  

       On November 2nd we celebrated the Feast of All Souls and reflected with gratitude on 

those who have gone before us.  Words can never express my gratitude to Ginny Loso, my 

CCW mentor. Ginny lovingly roped me into Council, took me under her wing and taught 

me more than I could ever imagine. She is now the angel on my shoulder and the one that 

lights a fire under me when I need it the most.  May Ginny and all the souls of the faithful 

departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  

       We need to continuously give thanks in all things.  Showing gratitude for our lives 

gives us an appreciation for them and with gratitude we will live a more abundant life. As we end this year of 

the Eucharist, let us give thanks to Jesus for all that He gives us every day in His Body and His Blood.  

         And as the month of November ends we embark on the beginning of a new liturgical season, celebrating 

the season of Advent which this year begins on December 2nd and ends on December 24th.  We have four 

weeks to prepare ourselves for the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth; to recall that trek to Bethlehem that Mary 

and Joseph made to enroll as Caesar Augustus had decreed.  

        The Christmas season begins on Christmas Eve and we will celebrate Christmas until the Baptism of our 

Lord on January 13th.  If you have the opportunity please go to the USCCB website http://www.usccb.org/

prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/index.cfm where you can print an Advent and a Christmas calendar for 

your personal use.   I have already printed mine as I have done in the past and I’m ready to set up my Advent 

wreath and begin the waiting.  Please join me in prayer.  

         I wish each and every one of you a Happy Thanksgiving, a prayerful Advent season, a blessed Christmas 

and a very happy and prosperous New Year.  

 

In Christ and His Mother, 

Kathy Leigh  
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Dear ODCCW Sisters,  

November is a special month for the American family as we prepare to celebrate one of our 
most treasured and special holidays of the year. Thanksgiving Day allows us the opportunity to 
gather around family and dear friends by taking the time to thank God for the many blessings 
bestowed upon us this past year. 

God is incredibly good to us, and His gifts assure us of His caring and loving presence among 
us. We can never underestimate the Love God has for all of us! Not only once a year at 
Thanksgiving Day, but every single day of the year, let’s give thanks to our loving God! 

Take time during this month to invite the women of your parish community to join you in 
promoting a spirit of gratitude, through acts of kindness and service towards others. Exercising 
acts of kind and generous service towards others sends a loud message conveying to those 
around us, that they can always count on us. 

I invite each affiliate member of our council to consider the opportunity to share Gods love and 
goodness, by extending a friendly welcome to all those who will join you for our Sunday 
celebration of Mass each weekend. Strengthening our hospitality to all those who set foot on 
our parishes throughout the diocese, sends a loud message that we truly care! 

As you prepare to share a meal with family and friends on Thanksgiving Day, let’s take a 
moment to thank God for all the gifts He has generously given to us. Let’s begin by thanking 
God for the most important gift He has given to us all, the gift of His Son Jesus Christ! 

Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving Day to you all!  

Sincerely,  

Fr. Miguel Gonzalez 

ODCCW Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 

  

  

Dear Lord, we thank you for Father Miguel , for our Pope Francis, Bishop Noonan and all our holy  bishops 

and priests. May your blessings always be upon them in the abundance they so sacrificially give. May Our 

Blessed Mother wrap them in the mantle of her love and care. Amen. 
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Praying the Rosary after the General Meeting. 

Western Deanery                                                                                                            Diane Druker, Western 
Deanery President St. John Newmann hosted our Western Deanery General Meeting on October 13. We 
were honored to have our Deanery Spiritual Advisor, Father Jareck celebrate Mass, followed by breakfast. 
Kathy Bonner was our guest speaker on domestic violence—Women Healing the Wounds. Several members 
assisted her and everyone was riveted with her presentation.  After lunch many women went to the sidewalk to 
pray the Rosary—celebrating the anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun for the reparation of sins against the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary's Immaculate Heart. We are proud to announce that Connie Sutton , 
Resurrection CCW is the Deanery Representative for Leadership.  Connie won the Leadership Award for 
Excellence at our Convention. With the holidays approaching All our Affiliates are preparing to help families 
with meals for Thanksgiving and a Giving Tree to adopt families with presents as well as a full Christmas 
dinner. Thank you all our Affiliate Board Members for doing so much—bringing enthusiasm and excitement 
for so many.                                     

Resurrection CCW  hosted cookies and juice after each Mass while we gave Father Luis our goodbyes.  He is 
going to St. Anthony's in Lakeland, not far from us, but oh he will be so missed. We are so blessed to have 
Father Jose join us from Haines City. We held a Fair Trade sale at the general meeting as well as after all 
Masses the weekend of October 20 and 21. (See Picture)  It was a huge success—people were excited to 
purchase so many beautiful items and were also able to order from catalogs. Lori Edwards, Supervisor of 
Elections was guest speaker at the meeting.  She discussed the ballot and all 14 amendment proposals.   

St. John Neumann CCW  helped Father Jareck celebrate their 30 year parish anniversary with their new 
parish hall, CCW was responsible for cooking, cleaning and serving the many parishioners who attended.   

Holy Spirit CCW is gearing up for the food drive in December. They will also have a Christmas Tea. 
 
St. Anthony CCW  held a reception for Father Val as he left St. Anthony's where he was their priest for the last 
3 years.  The whole parish was invited and St. Anthony's CCW sponsored the reception. On October 27th  we 
went to Talbot House where we prepped and fed between 100-150 of their residents and local homeless 
people.  During their lunch the CCW ladies socialized with the residents.   

Fair Trade  sold 

after Masses at 

Resurrection. 
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Northern Deanery:                                                                                                     Ine Ivey, President 
Blessed Trinity CCW We are star ting our  meetings a half hour  ear ly at 12:30 for  a get to know each 
other better brown bag lunch.  The ladies visit with each other and everyone brings their own food and 
drink. Some bring cookies, cheese and crackers and other snack items to share.  We have added 12 new 
members, so this really helps the new ladies to meet and interact with the other members. We just held a fund 
raiser for Brothers Keeper with the Belk Charity Day Sale, and continue to make up bags for the homeless. At 
our November meeting, our Deacon Steve Floyd will be our speaker describing his call and training to become 
a Deacon here at Blessed Trinity. Our Christmas party will be catered by Chef Joe, who catered the Northern 
Deanery Fall General meeting. On CCW Sunday January 20,  we will host a diaper drive for Brothers Keeper. 
 
Eastern Deanery:                                                                                         Deborah Starcevich, President 

The EDCCW is in full swing after great attendance at our Fall Board Meeting and General Meeting.  Our 

affiliations have been busy with arts and crafts shows, rummage sales, bake sales, Christmas bazaars, bunco 

parties and Fun and Games Days.  They have hosted membership drives with tea parties and ‘Come and See’ 

receptions. Charitable outreach programs included an annual baby shower for a pregnancy crisis center and a 

program that pairs CCW members with the elderly and homebound of the parish.  Our Spirituality 

commissions have sponsored programs including the seminar ‘Discovering Mary, Discovering Ourselves’, and 

retreats to San Pedro Center in Winter Park and the Monastery in Bunnell. Evenings of Reflections were also 

held. Milestones for EDCCW saw the 30th Anniversary of the Our Lady of Hope CCW.  On September 15 in 

celebration of the occasion, a lovely tea was held at OLOH.  Another milestone brought the retirement of 

Father Peter Henry from St. Ann Church in DeBary.  Father Henry was our EDCCW Spiritual Advisor and 

will be truly missed.  Good luck to you Father! May God be with you as you start your new life at the Basilica 

National Shrine of Mary Queen of the Universe in Orlando. 

Central Deanery:                                                                                  Debby Delaney-Mullett, President 

ODCCW Convention April 28-29, 2-19 Update! 
HEEEEE HAWWWW!!! 

Get ready for a knee slapping belly busting hoedown of a good time. 

The St. Thomas Aquinas Affiliation is hosting Saturday night Mass & 

Dinner: BBQ pork, coleslaw, beans, dessert and drink &  

Entertainment!  

Make sure you are riding high in the saddle... 

Dust off your western wear, polish your boots & spruce up your hat.  

Bring along your best sing-a-long voice. 

 

Father William Slight, Central Deanery CCW Spiritual Advisor  

receiving his NCCW stole and Spiritual Advisors pin from  

CDCCW President Debby Delaney-Mullett. 
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Southern Deanery                                                                   Rita Billingsley (1994—1996) 

I first became involved in council a few years after my husband and I moved in Melbourne at the beginning of 

the space program. All of us were new to the area and had left our families and support system someplace else. 

We sort support in women who shared the same faith. I grew up living across the street from the church and 

school in Elmira NY. My life growing up was rooted in the church and its activities. The Women’s Guild 

provided the answer for me. The members were welcoming and supportive. I established friendships that I still 

have after 50 some years. I can still call on them for support or to lend a listening ear. I found the same loving 

and caring women in all rings of council. I am grateful for them and the friendship that they have provided to 

me. These women have laughed with me. They have cried with me when I lost my husband and prayed with 

me when I faced cancer. I not sure where I would be at this time in my life without council, but I know that I 

am grateful to all these women. You have given me love and understanding at the times in my life when I 

needed it. Thank you! 

 

Eastern Deanery                                                                Rosi Schuhmacher (2002 –2004) 

When I reflect on things to be thankful for, my mind automatically focuses on my 40 years in the CCW. I was 

an un-churched woman who was away from the Church for about 16 years and then God put the CCW in my 

path. Who would have thought then that I would one day actually be the FCCW President? My life is far from 

perfect, but my 40 years in Council have been about as perfect as they can be and my journey with the Lord 

has led me to do things that even amaze me, though I know I am proof that with God all things are possible. 

Below is one of my favorite poems that I wrote with the help of God that always inspires me when I write.   

Christmas reflection …….. 

He was born to Mary over 2000 years ago  

She cared for Him and watched Him grow 

He grew into a man, the world would never forget  

For His only reason on earth was to pay for our debt 

While He was here He tried to show us the way  

By loving our neighbor each and every day 

To love one another and to really truly share  

To love one another as if we really do care 

To forgive each other no matter who was wrong  

To have joy in your heart and on your lips a song 

And if you can do most of these things on any single day  

Then Heaven is within reach and you’ve started on your way 
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Central Deanery                                                                      Kathy Bonner (1986—1988) 

Nature’s Quilt 
     The pines, oaks and birch stand watch along the shore. It is fall and each has provided the landscape with its 
own fall wardrobe. The light and dark greens blending together as the burnt oranges, golden yellows, and 
flaming reds along with their sisters in their less flamboyant muted colors emerge from their hiding spots to 
form a quilt to cover the land and herald in the season. 
      As I looked on in peaceful wonder, I could feel, hear and see the mystery of God’s word. He speaks to us 
in so many ways…do we listen?      At first I saw His quiet voice coming across the lake as it gently rippled 
the water and made each crest sparkle like a diamond tiara in the sun, waiting to crown the beauty on the 
shore. 
       As His voice approached the shoreline it quietly moved amongst the leaves. Each one bowed to His glory 
proudly parading their array of colors, sizes and shapes as they carried His message with their gentle rustle. 
Once it reached the land you were aware of His calling to you…if you only stopped and listened. 
       What is your message to me, Lord? I see you have provided many wonderful gifts of nature that can come 
together in your plan, to create a masterpiece. Are you telling me that you have also created these gifts in each 
of us? That all of our different talents and colors can come together, in your plan, to create a world that 
magnifies you? 
        My prayer to you, Lord, please give me the paintbrush from your mighty hand and help me to only paint 
the landscape of life that will please you. As I gazed at the scene painted with the strokes of the almighty hand, 
I was in awe of the lessons of life before me. The shoreline of the rippling waters rose out of the earth that 
anchored the multitude of mighty feet. The carpet of green rose to the sky as if in prayer to the creator. 
        What lesson Lord could I obtain from the ever-changing fall landscape? I was amazed at how the palate 
of hues did not destroy the beauty of the trees but only enhanced their tribute to their creator. 
        It moved me to realize that the many shades of burnt orange, golden yellow and blazing red could move 
into the landscape over time, not destroying its beauty with their differences but by sharing the landscape with 
God’s plan in mind they enhanced the beauty and made each other better than before. 
 
 

Northern Deanery                                                                        Sue  Miller (2004—2006) 

Dear Council Sisters 

As we celebrate our ministry this ninety-eighth year, and  the fifty years in the Orlando diocese, we look back 
fondly on the wonderful  experiences we have shared this past Council year:  community prayer, altruistic 
projects, socials, fundraisers, spiritual growth, fellowship.  What ever draws us together enriches our lives with 
CCW fellowship, along with the spiritual rewards our good works bring. We are grateful for the foresight, in 
1920, of the US Bishops who founded the Council of Catholic Women! 

Let this year find each of us reaching out to share the joy of CCW! How will you reach out to others?  Are you 
proud of your membership in CCW?  Will you speak out about our organization to others in your church 
community?  Will you proudly wear your CCW name tag at functions?  Will you perform hands-on, face-to-
face acts of kindness?  St. Francis of Assisi said, "It is in giving that we receive."  As you consider the good 
works you may choose to do, know that you will receive more than you give.  

May the enthusiasm you bring to each opportunity in CCW this year reward you!  



7 

 

Western Deanery                                                                        Cathy Petroff (2014 –2016) 

You Never Know When the Lord Will Open a Door You Are Meant to Walk Through… 

One Sister’s Leadership Story 

I moved to Florida in 2004, upon retiring after 34 years of teaching. Life was good and relaxed; I joined my 
sister, Debbie Funkhouser, in several outings, one of which was Relay for Life, an event we participated in 
several years in a row. A new friend I had met at this all-night walk, was Mary Ellen Schmitt. In the Spring of 
2008, Mary Ellen called me and asked if I would consider being President of RCCW (Resurrection Council of 
Catholic Women). I told her that she must have the wrong person because I was not even a member of RCCW 
(and truthfully, had no idea what RCCW was…!) She responded that I should ‘just come to the meeting on 
Monday with your sister’.  And so I really didn’t give it much thought and I went to the meeting with Debbie.  

Shortly after the meeting began, President Caroline Hussey said “I only see one new face at this meeting. 
Debbie, would you please stand and introduce your sister who will likely be the next President of 
RCCW?”  As I sat there with my head spinning and wondering what to do (duck under the table? run out the 
door? put a bag over my head??), Caroline immediately went on saying, “And I don’t want to hear a word 
about it from any of you, because I have asked each one of you and you all said ‘No’!” I think I left that 
meeting as the ‘new President of RCCW’! 

Caroline encouraged me to attend the ODCCW Leadership Symposium at Lake Yale that summer and so I did, 
along with about 8 of my RCCW Sisters who had stepped up to help the new President as Commission Chairs 
and Officers! I had many offers of help from my new-found family – maybe because they were all grateful 
they were not the President!  We were welcomed at the Leadership Symposium by ODCCW President Susie 
Harting, and she specifically recognized the group from RCCW. I will never forget that we had a surprise visit 
from NCCW President Patty Johnson that year!  Saturday evening my Sisters met in my room and we planned 
our year – what a blessing it was to be there with all of them! We accomplished so much! 

As I was easing into the third quarter of my term as RCCW President, I attended Catholic Days at the Capitol 
and was amazed at the influence of all those ‘Ladies in Red’!  As I was riding the bus with Mary Ann Singer to 
the Capitol for our last day in Tallahassee, I received a phone call from Virginia Lewis asking me to consider 
‘running’ (albeit unopposed!) for Western Deanery President for the next term.  And so another door opened, 
and the next phase of my life in Council began. I had come so far in two years, and as I pondered this next 
step, I realized I had so much farther to go! 

And so the journey continued at the urging of my Council Sisters and Father Miguel through a term as 
ODCCW Executive Officer, followed by a term as ODCCW President. Through it all I have met amazing 
women and men who have offered support and prayers as one door after another opened. Each has been a gift 
for which I thank God; I only hope and pray that I can pay it forward by encouraging others to say “Yes!” and 
to walk through that door God is offering you to open.  

May you have the courage to say “Yes!” and open the doors; may you always find support along your journey; 
may you realize that together, you and God can do whatever you put your mind to in His name; and may you 
stand ready to pass on the same love and support to all current and future leaders. 

 

Dear Lord,  we thank you for the gift of friendship—of sisters giving so much of themselves that others 
might offer their gifts and shine. We thank you for our Councils at all levels  and especially for the women 

who accepted the responsibility of leading our  ODCCW. We have been blessed.  Amen. 
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The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) continues to update information on the website on Human 
Trafficking. The Anti Human Trafficking Project form is available for affiliations to submit their project to 
educate other members on the ways to provide awareness of this horrible crime against boys, girls and 
adults. 

Pope Francis stated "Human Trafficking is an open wound on the body of contemporary society, a scourge 
upon the body of Christ. It is a crime against humanity." (April 10, 2014, Combating Human Trafficking 
Conference at the Vatican) 

The Florida Abolitionist updates subscribers to the arrests in the Central Florida area on a regular basis. 
Lately, October 24, 2018, two minors were being sold for sex by a 26 year old. Florida is now ranked number 
3 in federal human trafficking cases. 

The Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (FLACCB.org) website has a resource to view called Invisible 
Chains. It is a very good reference of a story of a young trafficked victim, reviewed by some of the Florida 
Bishops. 

This crime against human dignity is not going away. We as the Council of Catholic Women can be part of 
educating members of CCW and our local parish. We can help to stop this by praying for the victims and 
remember the number 888-373-7888 to report anything you see that is suspicious. 

Any CCW affiliate that would like more information on Human Trafficking please feel free to contact me: 
Susie Harting,  “Blessed” -  ODCCW Human Trafficking Chair at 407-314-0307. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord, there  aren’t words to describe the horrors of this crime against you—against the dignity of every 
person created in your image and likeness, but most especially innocent children. Please show us the way that 
you would have us work to eradicate this evil—to love the victims into healing and the perpetrators into 

conversion of heart—that all may know the  inestimable beauty of one another  and  YOU!  Amen. 
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Women Healing The Wounds NCCW Responds To Domestic Violence  

The Holidays are Here: Give a Gift from the Heart! – Your gift of time could change the lives of many!  

 

 

 

 

 

Educate:  

 Review the Women Healing the Wounds, 52 page resource available on the NCCW website that includes 
prayer cards, a complete worksheet of What We Can Do and much more.  

 Review and distribute the NCCW  Women Healing the Wounds educational brochures – available free 
from NCCW  

 Encourage your affiliation CCW to work with your parish ministries to educate the people in the pews to 
domestic violence.  

 

Donate : 

 Time: to a shelter, send cards to the women and children  

 Transportation to medical appointments, court, etc.  

 Items for transitional housing  

 Food for sheltered family and their pets.  

 

Advocate : 

 Insist on laws that hold the batterers accountable 

 Does your state mandate or just suggest that judges impose batterers attend treatment programs? 

 Encourage training for clergy, all parish and diocesan personnel. 

 For education, counseling services, shelter and provision for victims of domestic violence  

 For intervention, counseling services, education of perpetrators of domestic violence  

 Host or sponsor an event that includes a survivor, clergy, shelter employee, law enforcement and/or dioce-
san expert as speakers  

 

Ourselves : 

 Monitor movies, books, songs and TV we bring into our homes  

 Stop using seemingly harmless violent words in our conversation  

 Imagine Jesus sitting next to you and ask Him what you can and should do  

 PRAY!  

 

Dear Lord,  violence is the absence of your love, please show us how we can bring your love in-

to all the hurting places. Amen. 

 

By Kathy Bonner  
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What’s New on the ODCCW Website? 
 

There’s a cornucopia of resources on the ODCCW website. This link https://www.odccw.com/ will take 

you to the HOME page. Once the page loads, look at the top of the page. You’ll see HOME, NEWS & 

EVENTS, ABOUT US, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES, DEANERIES, RESOURCES, LINKS, 

CONTACT US. Move your  mouse to hover  over  one of these options. You’ll see a little hand, which 

indicates that if you click on that option, a drop down menu of additional options will appear. Scroll 

through several options to discover the location of the file or information that you are seeking. 

 

 Looking for a form for sending in your Annual Project Recognition report? https://

www.odccw.com/annual-recognition/ 

 Parliamentary Procedures? https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-1-2-1-1-1/ 

 Need a template for creating minutes for your meetings? https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-1/ 

 Need more information about other organizations that network with CCW and may have more 

resources to help you grow in Council? https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-3/ 

Looking for the calendar of events? https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-2/ 

 Pray Together Wednesdays – the complete archive https://www.odccw.com/ 

 Teachable Tuesdays - https://www.odccw.com/leadership/ 

 Affiliation websites or contact information https://www.odccw.com/landing-3/ 

 ODCCW Officers, Commission & Committee Chairs, etc. contact names https://www.odccw.com/

new-page/ 

If you can’t find what you’re looking for, then use the CONTACT US option to send a note to us. We’ll 

respond asap to your urgent request for HELP! And, if you notice something that is out-of-date or 

incorrect, please do send us a note with any suggested corrections. 

 

It’s really that easy to seek and locate the resources you need to more effectively and efficiently fulfill 

your role in CCW or to expand your horizons. Happy hunting! 

From the ODCCW.COM webmaster (Nanette Parratto-Wagner, ccw16670@gmail.com, 321-663-1347) 

 

 

 

 

 

December, 2018 – February, 2019 HUGS for the Homeless Collection  

January 19, 2019   ODCCW Board Meeting  

January 20, 2019 Council Sunday 

March 1, 2019 Annual Recognition Reports due to Deanery Commission Chairs  

March 4-5, 2019  Focus 11 – Holy Family Catholic Church  

March 26-27, 2019  Catholic Days at the Capitol   

April 26-29, 2019  51st Annual ODCCW Convention, Central Deanery Renaissance Orlando Airport July 

26-28, 2019 - The Leadership Symposium at Lake Yale 

 

https://www.odccw.com/
https://www.odccw.com/annual-recognition/
https://www.odccw.com/annual-recognition/
https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-1-2-1-1-1/
https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-1/
https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-3/
https://www.odccw.com/landing-1-2/
https://www.odccw.com/
https://www.odccw.com/leadership/
https://www.odccw.com/landing-3/
https://www.odccw.com/new-page/
https://www.odccw.com/new-page/
mailto:ccw16670@gmail.com
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 The 98th Annual NCCW Convention was held at the Wyndham Grand Downtown in Pittsburg, PA,  
August 29 – September 1.  Five hundred women and 42 priests gathered together to celebrate the 
theme, NCCW Reflecting God’s Joy:  Missionary Disciples – Mission Possible!  

 Our Province and Diocese had a huge presence at convention.  Mass and liturgies were cele-
brated by: Reverend Richard Dawson, the NCCW Chair of Spiritual Advisors from the Diocese of Pen-
sacola-Tallahassee and the Most Reverent Gregory L. Parks, Bishop of St. Petersburg and Episcopal 
Liaison to the NCCW from the USCCB. NCCW Immediate Past President Sheila Hopkins from Pen-
sacola-Tallahassee Diocese carried the NCCW flag in the opening procession; our own Kathy Bonner 
presented the First Timers Orientation; Linda Clark presented the Leadership Training and Develop-
ment session and Ellen Bachman presented the new NCCW Guide through Pope Francis’s Joy of the 
Gospel for parishes and CCW meetings. 

A highlight of the convention was keynote speaker - Bishop Frank Caggiano, Bishop of Bridge-
port.   He spoke on Disciples Called to be Joyful Signs of Contradiction in the World.  There is no way 
I can summarize his presentation – I tried! He addressed the scourge of the crime of sexual abuse and 
the failure of some Church leaders to respond effectively to it; what we can do and how we can rebuild 
our Church – one stone at a time.  We all agreed it was riveting. The entire audio is available on the 
NCCW website www.nccw.org  under the Convention Tab.  I encourage all of you to listen to it.   

Other speakers included: Holly Joy Mcllwain who spoke on A Mission of Joy; Gina Loehr - who 
presented “Blessed is She Who Believed”:  Embracing the “Impossible” Mission -  encouraging us to 
say yes to the impossible mission, to accept it in faith as Mary accepted God’s request; and Bob Rice - 
Owed to Joy:  Sharing the Gift of Love.  He sang part of his message on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
encouraged, “Even in the face of fear and pain we should say “yes” to God as Mary did; knowing we 
are loved and He can accomplish all things.” 

   We learned a great deal from our Commission presentations:  

Leadership focused on our  work against human trafficking.  They advised that most of the vic-
tims of trafficking are US citizens!   A CD is also available entitled “Trafficked in the US”. Flyers, 
much like the one we use for Domestic Abuse,  which includes “tear-off tabs” with the hot line number 
- 888 3737 888 - can be found on the NCCW website.  

Spirituality talked about the call-in rosary the 13th of each month at 7PM which you can partici-
pate in by calling 515-739-1261 and use code #703993.  The three mini-retreats they developed this 
year and prayers on various topics such as human trafficking, addiction and caregivers are on the 
NCCW website.  

 Service provided information on their  monthly spotlight on member ’s good works.  They dis-
cussed the Respite Care Program - a manual is available through NCCW that will help your affiliation 
begin the respite ministry at your parish.  They are working on Human Trafficking with other organiza-
tions to develop practical service projects in which we can all participate to help fight this heinous 
crime. Check out the NCCW website for further information or call the hotline 888-3737-888. They 
also are promoting the connection of children in the Holy Land with children in the U.S. through prayer 
and communication.   

There was so much more. The 2019 convention is August 22 – 25 in Atlanta.  I close with this 
prayer developed by the Spirituality Commission and presented at convention:  

 “O Blessed Mother, teach us to be like you.  Grace us with a mouth that opens to kindness, a mind 
that makes room for wisdom, a heart that is faithful through suffering, a whole presence that is full of 
graciousness, and a strength that speaks to more of God with us than anything.  Amen.”  

         

NCCW Convention Summary              Virginia “Ginny” Hagan ODCCW Executive Officer  

http://www.nccw.org
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Having been a member of the Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women from the beginning (and a 
member of St. Augustine DCCW before that), I have been so fortunate to meet and become friends with so 
many wonderful women  not only throughout the diocese but all over the country.  In good times and bad it 
has been very comforting to know that I have had the love and support of the women.  During my term as 
ODCCW President (1982-1984), we initiated the first Leadership Symposium at Lake Yale, we collected over 
$12,000 to keep the TV Mass on the air, we had a segment called "Woman's World" on the television show 
"Real to Reel", we had a representative on the Communications Commission of the diocese, and so many 
more accomplishments. None of those would have been possible without the cooperation and hard work of 
our members.  I feel very blessed. 
 

What Inspired me in my Journey in CCW?  It is definitely the support and love of the women of Council, 

along with their generous spirit and the type of good works they do. 

 

When I moved to Florida in 1974, it was my first time away from family. I had two small children, ages one 

and three, and no friends or support system. A neighbor stopped by selling Avon products and asked me what 

church I went to. We both went to the same church and she invited me to join a craft group and come to a 

CCW meeting. I was hooked from day one. 

 

When I became President of the Affiliation in 1978, it was the help and mentoring I received that got me 

through that term. Then I was asked to run for Deanery President. I didn’t think I was ready, but my ladies told 

me I was and supported me through that term. Then it was Diocesan President – Province Director – NCCW 

Third VP – NCCW Region 3 Vice President and National Council of Catholic Women President. I never felt 

ready for any of those positions but it was the women and their love and support that got me through those po-

sitions. I even became a trainer for NCCW with both their leadership programs. Me, who was petrified to 

speak in front of a group. I learned so much from Council and they developed me both in leadership and in my 

spiritual life. 

 

Being part of Council gave me the opportunity to be part of something bigger than just our local CCW. A basic 

need is to be wanted and needed – Council women fill that need. With the work of the Council on all levels, 

we truly get to be the Christ for others. We reach out into our parish and communities. We reach out on a na-

tional and world-wide level. When I was hungry you fed me, thirsty you gave me drink, naked you clothed me, 

in prison you visited me… We live out the Gospel message. 

 

The bond and friendships of women in council is like no other. If you ever lost a loved one, was in the hospi-

tal, going through a divorce, etc., It is always the council women who were there for you. My life was blessed 

greatly by being involved in the Council of Catholic Women . I have made lifelong friends. 

 

                                                                                                                                      Blessed continued... 
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     On Sunday November 4, at the Basilica National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the Universe, Bishop John 
Noonan celebrated the conclusion of the Diocese’ 50th Anniversary - Year of the Eucharist with Mid-day 
Prayer and presentation of Papal Honors and Diocesan Awards to clergy and laity who have shown 
exemplary service to our Church. 
      There were Council Sisters among the almost 200 who were honored including ODCCW Past President 
Cathy Petroff and ODCCW Immediate Past President, Mary Matheus who received the Mary Mother of God 
Award. “There were many very deserving honorees who received the Mary Mother of God diocesan medal 
and the other pontifical awards including priests, deacons, religious and the laity,” explained Mary Matheus. 
“It was indeed a humbling honor to be chosen among others much worthier than I.  I am very blessed and 
thankful for the opportunities I have been afforded to serve our community.”  

  

Dear Lord, thank you. Thank you for your gift of life. Thank you for your gift of everyone and every-

thing. Thank you for  your greatest gift—the  gift of you in the Eucharist. We are most truly blessed. 

Amen. 
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