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My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

February is the month of love.  

Jesus gave us a command in John’s gospel 13:34-35 “I give you a new commandment: 

Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.  This is how 

all will know that you are my disciples.  Love one another. “ 

I have learned over the years as a Council of Catholic Women member what love in 

action really means.  As I look around at our meetings and events, I see the faces of 

disciples who are lovingly living out the Gospel message.  Women who are the hands 

and feet of Christ in action and in prayer.  Women who give of themselves every day to 

share God’s love with all.  I am proud to be a part of you.  You as members and mentors 



of council have given more to me than you will ever know; you have truly shared the 

love of Christ. 

It is my pleasure to announce to you that ODCCW has a new affiliation in Southern 

Deanery - the Council of Catholic Women of St. Mary’s in Rockledge.  Karen Agullo-Seara 

is the president of CCW of St. Mary’s - please lovingly welcome her and our council 

sisters aboard.   I ask that you continue to share your discipleship and love with this new 

affiliation by keeping them in your prayers as they discern members for their board and 

hold their first meeting in this month of love. 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for us. 

In Christ and His Mother, 

Kathy Leigh        

 

 

     

 

ODCCW Convention Update – 

“Together We Pray”   Playful, Reverent, Advocate, Yes 
Our convention is scheduled for April 27-29, 2019 at the Renaissance Airport Hotel on 5445 Forbes Place 

in Orlando.   Deadlines are fast approaching - Please note: 

 All ads must be submitted by March 15, 2019. 

 Convention Registration is due by April 7, 2019. 

 Banquet Registration is due by April 19, 2019. 

 Room reservations must be made with the hotel by March 29, 2019. 

Our in kind collection this year will be for St. Vincent DePaul pantries – feminine hygiene products are 

needed, especially sanitary napkins and tampons. 

We will have engaging speakers, a workshop each day, and a fun event each evening.   

Bishop’s Mass will be at St. James Cathedral and bus transportation will be provided!   We will also be 

providing lunch on Saturday for this convention.    

Further details and flyers can be found on the odccw.com website. 

The convention team has been hard at work and is eager to serve you during convention weekend.    

See you there! 



 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

My dear ODCCW Sisters,  

The month of February allows us to celebrate in a special way, the gift of love and 

friendship! God is love and all of us, created in His image and likeness, are called to 

share His love with one another. The love we share is like the small mustard seed that 

grows and expands, allowing birds to find shelter and rest. Our council in its 50 year 

history in our diocese has served as a blessed instrument that has empowered our 

Catholic women, by sharing the love of God with those whom they have been called to 

serve. That contagious love continues to spread around the women of our diocese. I 

wish to welcome our newest affiliation to ODCCW, our sisters from St. Mary’s Parish in 

Rockledge! Thank you for your desire to join council. Be assured of our prayerful 

support, as we wish you success in your endeavors! 

I want to encourage all of our affiliate members to continue the fight against human 

trafficking. This inhumane way of treating vulnerable individuals, both young and old, 

disfigures our capacity to love God and neighbor. I ask that we all continue to educate 

ourselves more on this issue in order for us to raise awareness and eliminate this 

senseless act of violence, once and for all. 

One way to remain updated with the issues that fail to value the dignity of human life is 

by coming together and taking advantage of the workshops and presentations ODCCW 

offers. One great opportunity for us to gather is at our annual convention. Please block 

your calendars, spread the word, and make plans to attend! It is also a great opportunity 

for us to experience the love of Christ that binds us into one family! 

In Christ’s love, 

Fr. Miguel González  



From our Executive Officer  

It has been busy and I am excited to report to you that the 
Commission/Committee Recognition Report form has been updated.  The 
Recognition Report Form Committee consisting of the Commission and 
Committee chairs, our President, Kathy Leigh and I met to take into 
consideration all the suggestions our CCW members had made. Our goal 
was to make the Recognition form easier to use and to help avoid the 
disqualification of reports.  

The focus at the top of the form was developed by the ODCCW Commission 
Chairs followed by the website links to the ODCCW and NCCW Convention 
Resolutions.  The Participation part of the form is being presented in 
another format which we believe will be easier to use.  The questions are 
given with more explanation in hopes the affiliations will find them easier to 
understand.  If they do have any questions, please encourage them to 
contact their Deanery or ODCCW Commission Chairs. 

Please remember: 
                         IF the Deanery Commission Chair does not receive the  
                         completed reports  by March 1;                                
                         AND they aren’t forwarded to the ODCCW Commission Chair  
                         by March 10; 
                         OR if the detailed report covers more than one project; 
                         OR it is not an original project; 
                         OR it is not on the correct commission form; 
                         OR if the project is not completed by February 28,  
it will be disqualified for consideration. 

Please read the letter and instructions sheet carefully!  If you do not have a 
report, please complete the top of the commission report form and send it 
to the appropriate Deanery Commission Chair so we know they have 
reported.   

We are proud to present the new forms available on the ODCCW webpage 
www.odccw.com.  We welcome any input you may have about the revised 
form as we will meet again after the submission deadline to discuss the 
outcome of the revisions that were made. 

Virginia “Ginny” Hagan 
ODCCW Executive Officer 

http://www.odccw.com/


                         

SOUTHERN DEANERY 

I must share a little story of one of my best 
experiences so far as the President of the 
Southern Deanery Council of Catholic Women.  
Over the past few years several of our past 
presidents have encouraged the women and 
Pastor at St. Mary’s Catholic Church to develop a 
Council of Catholic Women.  I have had the 
pleasure over the past few months to experience 
the fruits of their efforts.   
 
Father Ivan Olmo, Pastor of St. Mary’s is on fire, 
and I mean on fire, to have a Council of Catholic 
Women at St. Mary’s. The Holy Spirit and Our 
Lady of Good Counsel have been the driving force 
and Karen Agullo-Seara, with much prayer, has 
stepped up to see this through.  Karen and I have 
had phone conversations, emails and visits with 
each other, and she attended our November 
SDCCW General Meeting to learn more about 
Council.   
 
Finally, she and Father Ivan prayerfully planed a 
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Good Counsel.  
They invited the women of St. Mary’s to attend 
and there were over 100 women that came.  I 
was so pleased to have several of our SDCCW 
members with their scarves on, attend this Holy 
Mass to show their support and to pray with 
them.  To top it off our ODCCW President Kathy 

Leigh showed up!  This meant so much to me and 
to Karen. 
 
Father Ivan spoke very eloquently and 
passionately about the good works of Council. He 
reminisced about the gifts, cards, and letters of 
encouragement that he received while in the 
seminary and how much it picked him up just at 
the right time.  
 
I can’t tell you how beautiful this Mass was or 
how it touched me as a member of the Council to 
be at a Mass devoted to Our Lady of Good 
Counsel.  You just had to be there.  The Picture of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel and the prayer were 
on the overhead the whole time. Every aspect of 
our Church is about life and we actually got to 
watch the birth of a Council in the name of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
 
There was a reception following Mass and Karen 
handed out invitations to their first meeting in 
February.  Please, please pray for these dear 
Catholic women that the Holy Spirit will be the 
driving force behind The Council of Catholic 
Women of St. Mary’s. This is the name that they 
will be known by.   
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us all. 
 
Linda Molica, SDCCW President  

 



 
EASTERN DEANERY 
 

 

The EDCCW is enjoying a very busy year.    

 

Our Leadership activities featured sessions from 

Trainer, Rosi Schuhmacher.  An overview of 

Council was presented – its structure, operations, 

and duties of officers and commission chairs.   

Rosi also spoke to us about “M and M’s; 

Membership and Mentoring”.   A number of 

affiliations have started mentoring programs, 

including a project with a Junior CCW.     

  

In the legislative area, the affiliations were kept 

informed about the candidates who were pro-life 

and aligned with the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops position on important political issues.   

 

October was Respect Life Month.  We are 

privileged to have the Florida State Director for 

the National Life Chain in our membership.  She 

reported amazing turnout for the event 

throughout the state.  Many of our EDCCW 

members and church pastors participated in the 

Life Chain. 

  

The continuing goal of our Spiritual commissions 

is to deepen and enrich the Faith of our 

members.  To meet these goals, a number of 

activities were held, including:   

 

 Attendance at monthly Senior Day 

Retreats at San Pedro Retreat Center. 

 Pilgrimages to St. Joseph’s Monastery. 

 Presentation of the “Discovering 

Mary/Discovering Ourselves” program. 

 Using an interactive Prayer Chain to have 

the members pray for each other and 

using toy soldiers to remind members to 

pray for peace and for our armed forces. 

  

 Father Peter Henry, the long-time Spiritual 

Advisor for the Eastern 

Deanery, retired this past 

year and we are blessed to 

have Father Andrezej 

Jurkiewicz, pastor of St. 

Ann’s, (pictured here) as 

our new Spiritual Advisor.    

 

We have held numerous 

charitable events which 

included bazaars, auctions, bake sales, card 

parties, bunco parties and bingos.  Local nursing 

homes received gifts and Christmas stockings.  

Our homeless were provided with necessities.  

“Pillow case” dresses were sent to a shelter for 

abused girls in Puerto Rico.  Baby showers 

benefitted the Central Florida Pregnancy Center, 

The Visitation House, and The Pregnancy Crisis 

Center. Boxes for our military were filled and sent 

overseas.  Seminarians were supported with 

monetary gifts. 

I’m sure the momentum will continue throughout 

2019 as there’s no stopping these wonderful 

CCW ladies.   

 

Deborah Starcevich, President,  

Eastern Deanery CCW  

 
 

 



 
The Prince of Peace CCW 
The Prince of Peace CCW Affiliation had a busy 
Fourth Quarter in 2018. 
 
In October, we held our annual Arts & Crafts Sale 
from which we made a profit of $4,142.07.  
Connie Komatz did a fantastic job chairing this 
project, ably assisted by her committee. In 
November, we held a Membership Tea which 
was attended by approximately forty ladies.  
Linda Guidotti, our Membership Chairperson, did 
a wonderful job with this project as well, again 
ably assisted by her committee. We also 
participated in the parish Eucharistic Mission 
which was conducted by Father Kevin Fr. 
McCarthy. It was a beautiful mission from which 
we came to realize even more the importance of 
the Eucharist to our faith.  

Also, in November, we conducted our annual 
“Boxes for The Military” drive where we pass out 
boxes to parishioners who would like to either 
purchase items or donate money for care 
packages for some of our military deployed 
overseas.  We mailed thirty-six boxes. Connie 
Komatz and Debbie Nichols, our Secretary, 
worked very hard on this project as did their 
helpers.  

 
In December, we held our annual “Evening of 
Reflection” which was planned by our Spirituality 
Chairperson, Calvie Dean, and her committee. 
After our program in the Chapel, we enjoyed 
refreshments in the Social Hall as well as a 
holiday entertainment by the Shenanigans.  It 
was a special evening. 
 
As of January 8, 2019, we have 64 members 
including six Lifetime Members. 
 
Marcia Rudman, O.F.S. 
Affiliation President 

 

Our Lady of Hope CCW 

I want to let the Cornucopia know about an event 

we had at Our Lady of Hope CCW affiliation on 

January 26th, 2019.  It was a community service 

project which benefited the members of the 

parish and friends and local businesses.  We 

called it the Shredding Event and held it in the 

church parking lot.  We hired a Shredding truck 

company and sold tickets to anyone interested in 

cleaning out old files with personal 

identification.  People were able to watch their 

documents shred and be sure that their ID was 

safe. At $10.00 for 40 lbs. of paper we gave the 

community an inexpensive way to deal with their 

personal papers--even credit cards.  Customers 

were extremely happy and our affiliation even 

made a profit which was not the most important 

result of this project.  The Knights of Columbus 

and the Youth Ministry assisted in this endeavor 

and the Good Will gained was fantastic!  

Pam Willmott, President  

Our Lady of Hope CCW 

 



 
CENTRAL DEANERY 
 

 Many affiliations are busy with preparations for our ODCCW Convention coming up April 27-29th.  

Convention news: Speakers are being finalized. All Deaneries were provided their affiliation packets at 

the ODCCW meeting January 19th so all affiliations should be looking for the info as their Deaneries 

begin meeting. Please remember to read all information carefully. Each packet contains the forms for 

the ads for the program book. What a wonderful way to honor the Souls of our Faithful Departed with 

a Memorial ad. As women we are instrumental in decisions for utilizing businesses from our 

communities and therefore we have an opportunity to solicit their support with a business ad in our 

program book. You can't have a convention without some R&R time so Sunday night we will 

experience the playful side of prayer with a humorist and our mystery DJ rocking us to some favorite 

tunes. Jewelry sales will be plentiful in choices for you and of course there will be the Silent Auction 

items, Deanery Baskets, and a Meditation Room for 

centering ourselves each day.  Our welcome dinner is 

being provided by St Thomas Aquinas in St. Cloud 

immediately following Mass. Transportation to the 

Bishop’s Mass on Monday will be provided so that we will 

not have the challenges of travel and parking in 

downtown.  See you at Convention. 

Debby Delaney-Mullett 
President Central Deanery 
Council of Catholic Women  

 

NORTHERN DEANERY 

The Blessed Trinity Council of Catholic Women in Ocala, 

had a great Christmas and are looking forward to a busy few months.  Our speaker for our January 

meeting was the director of Brother’s Keeper, Jason Halstead.  He spoke on how they are helping our 

community as well as the upcoming move to a new location for the store.  We are doing a parish wide 

diaper drive to supply them with diapers for the people they serve.  

 We had our Blessed Trinity Ministry highlight on January 19 and 20 to give our parishioners 

information about what BTCCW is all about. 

 February is our Hershey candy bar sale and our Baby Shower for the Alpha Center.  We continue to 

pray for each other and work at being servants of Jesus for our parish and our community. 

Marty Duesel, President 
Blessed Trinity CCW  

“We must consider how to 

rouse one another to love 

and good works.  We should 

not stay away from our 

assembly, as is the custom of 

some, but encourage one 

another, and this all the 

more as you see the day 

drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 



 

       
St. John Neumann parish reports the following: In addition to celebrating a corporate Mass the first 

Sunday of each month which is followed by fellowship afterward, prayer life by the ladies is going 

strong! The prayer chain has been reactivated and a monthly Mass for special needs clients of The 

African Benedictine Sisters of St. Agnes, aka Blue Nuns, is also celebrated. During the Holy Season of 

Advent, Deacon George Ferraioli conducted an Advent Wreath making workshop.  

In Northern Deanery, Blessed Trinity Ocala is participating in prayer partners. Never underestimate 

the power of prayer!  

Moving south, Ascension Parish hosted a 

day of reflection entitled Gifted.  This 

special event helped women of all ages 

explore and celebrate individual gifts of 

faith.  

Also, in Southern Deanery, Holy Name of 

Jesus Parish hosted an Advent retreat, 

conducted a live Women of the Bible 

Program last fall and has an ongoing prayer 

squares ministry for fellow parishioners 

who are in need.  

St. Mary’s in Rockledge has a new 

affiliation and efforts to introduce and 

encourage women to join included a 

special Introduction Mass. Please keep 

these ladies in your prayers.  

Finally, your Spirituality Chair announces that with our ODCCW Convention coming up, this means we 

will be planning prayer services, Masses, and workshops in addition to setting up and maintaining the 

meditation room. Yes, we will be busy but together we will get the job done. I have already begun 

working closely with our president Kathy Leigh. Additionally, Karen Hill, Spirituality Commission advisor 

and past ODCCW president is already planning one of the prayer services. I am counting on everyone’s 

input and help, and I will be contacting Deanery Spirituality Chairs soon. Please be ready to say “Yes” as 

we collaborate on giving convention attendees the very best that we can be! 

 

 



FCCW – Celebrating 50 years of Loving Service in Florida! 

        
There was a resurrection joy far different from 
exuberance – it was a knowing, the “peace 
beyond all understanding” - beyond suffering - 
the love and service of Christ present in the 
hearts of each and every one.  On February 8, 
Catholic women from all seven dioceses and 
many of their spiritual advisors gathered at the 
Sheraton North Hotel in 
Maitland for a banquet to 
celebrate 50 years of loving 
service in Florida.         
        A wonderful celebration 
had been scheduled for 
October 11 - 14, 2018 - all 
was ready – and then 
Hurricane Michael changed 
everything – for some - 
forever.  The FCCW 
Convention celebrating its 
50th anniversary was 
cancelled – so participants 
could be with their families, 
so the hotel could be used for 
the shelter and safety of 
those who were compelled to 
evacuate. Those registered for the conference 
were given the opportunity to donate some or all 
of their registration money to Catholic Charities 
of Northwest Florida and a check for $9000 was 
presented to them from the Florida Council of 
Catholic Women to aid in the relief of those 
impacted by the category 4 hurricane.  
        “We feel the suffering for one another,” said 
Jean Bazley, FCCW President, “we serve to make 
it better for those who hurt. It’s what we do. We 
reach out when needed – not just when it’s 
convenient.”  

        And so it was a lovely banquet, the 
convention 50th decorations were on the tables, 
each guest was given one of the convention bags 
with the program book and all kinds of goodies - 
the logos a heart surrounding a cross and the 
motto, “Serve One Another Through Love” - so 
very providential.  

       ODCCW was well-
represented by Kathy Leigh, 
our president, and several 
members including two past 
NCCW presidents, past FCCW 
president and past ODCCW 
presidents.  
       Ellen Bachman, past 
president NCCW and Rosi 
Schumacher, past president 
FCCW ably assisted by Peg 
Middleton, past president 
ODCCW and Sheila Hopkins, 
past president NCCW 
compiled 50 years of history - 
including the “Our Story… ” of 
the first 25 years and 
collected all of the 

information for the past 25 years - into a 
wonderful book - “Our Story… The Florida Council 
of Catholic Women The First 50 years… 1968- 
2018.” Their work was presented “live” as the 
evening’s entertainment.   
       ODCCW’s own Winkie Lefils, past president 
NCCW took the podium donning hat and gloves 
to present one of the past decades. The projects 
completed, the service given, the love extended 
to so many are inspiration and motivation to walk 
humbly into the next decade - Serving One 
Another Through Love. 

 

  

 



A February Reflection  
                             Love is patient. Love is kind.  

My dear Council Sisters and Spiritual Advisors,  

Blessed is the National Council of Catholic Women. 
In a little more than a year, the NCCW will celebrate 
100 years of service, faith, hope and love. At the 
call of the bishops, on March 4, 1920, 200 women 
gathered in Washington, D.C. to begin a spiritual 
and joyful journey as the National Council of 
Catholic Women. 

Through these past many years, council sisters have 
shared their gifts with all God’s people and our Spiritual Advisors and A/Bishops have supported 
council with prayer and love.  

The month of February affords us another opportunity to share blessings and love with family and 
reminds us of the friends God has given us. We are also reminded of how important it is for us as the 
Council of Catholic Women to continually support our priests and religious with love and prayer.  

On a personal note, this council sister was blessed with a gift of Catholic faith at the age of 16. Husband 
and I shared our marriage vows in February 1953. As written by Lisa Englehardt, “Blessed is the 
vocation of marriage that, from the very start, is built on selfless love with Jesus at its heart. Blessed is 
the life they share – their laughter, joy and trials – blessed is their lasting love - a seamless unity.”  We 
have been blessed with 9 children, 22 grandchildren, 39 great grandchildren. Two of our children, a 
granddaughter and great granddaughter Sophia Grace (who was born and loved in life for a few 
precious hours on Christmas Day 2018) have gone home to be with the Lord. Those were the trials – 
and we thank God for providing us with the faith and strength to see us through these trials.  

With the encouragement of my husband and mother-in-law , I joined the Council of Catholic Women in 
1958.  Membership in council is a gift. It truly is a journey of love, listening, learning, leading and 
laughter. This council sister is so grateful to all 
council sisters and clergy for the support and love 
shared during these past many years.     

And so, my dear sisters and brothers, let us 
continue our council journey of solidarity, service, 
faith in God, hope and unconditional love for all 
God’s people – growing daily in the knowledge that 
Our Lady of Good Counsel and her Son will guide us 
and help us grow in holiness.  

Know God loves you and so do I. 
Winkie LeFils 

Council Sister                     



  With your vote – and God’s Grace – 

Our Next NCCW President-Elect 
Today, I come to you and ask for your prayers.  If you have read the February issue of the NCCW 

Connect, you will find the candidates running for President-Elect, Secretary and the Nominating 

Committee; if you haven’t seen the information, it is on the NCCW 

website under About Us and then Protocols.    My name is among 

those running for President-Elect.  Pray for all the candidates that the 

best women for the jobs are elected.  Voting begins on April 1st for all 

individual, supporting and affiliate presidents. 

I would like to share my story.  My personal CCW journey began back 
in 1989 when I attended my first CCW meeting.  There was a guest 
speaker, Father Tim La Bo, who talked about the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
as it was termed at the time.  Father Tim’s path and mine had crossed 
earlier when I was getting divorced and I just had to go hear him speak 
again.  I joined Annunciation CCW that night and my life was changed 
forever.  My focus changed from my children to my children, my 

parish and my community.  I was incredibly blessed that night. 

Raising two children, being involved in HIV/AIDS ministry and my parish CCW was all I had time for.  
But after some years as my children became more independent, CCW was calling; calling me beyond 
my parish.  The Lake Yale Leadership Symposium was taking place and I loved attending with all my 
friends.  It was a great learning experience, a chance to getaway and filled with joy and laughter.  There 
it was that Virginia Lewis asked me if I would consider joining the Personal Development Team.  I said 
yes.  With the help of many mentors, I grew as a person, in my Council experience and as a leader. 

My next big call was to submit my name for nomination for NCCW treasurer.  I was told that I wouldn’t 
win but I knew that God had asked me to run and that He was in charge, His will be done.  His will was 
done, and I was elected, twice.  The challenge that NCCW faced was enormous, debt, lots of debt.  
Many said it couldn’t be done… we could never recover.  But the NCCW board was strong, God had 
placed us there.  We began with a We Are One campaign and every dollar was counted, expenses were 
eliminated, and the debt was eradicated.  God’s will be done.  The NCCW board was so blessed. 

And then after answering the call and serving as your ODCCW president, I heard yet another call -  the 
call to run for a NCCW office once again, this time – president-elect.  Gratitude for our God fills my 
heart for I have been blessed once again.  I am grateful for the courage and wisdom to go beyond what 
I thought I could do.  God has blessed me in so many ways. 

This is my story in one brief page.  What is your story?  Are you being the best CCW member you can 

be?  Are you stepping outside your comfort zone and doing things you never thought you would do?  If 

you are, I applaud you and encourage you to take that next step.  If you are holding back, let go and let 

God.  We need your talents and gifts, we need your leadership, we need your vision, we need YOU to 

be the best that you can be.  We need to walk together and live the mission of our beloved NCCW.   

Mary Matheus, Immediate Past President ODCCW 



                                        

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bunko for Babies: 

When:                  Saturday, February 16, 2019 
Time:                    Doors open at Noon; games start at 1:00 pm 
Where:                 All Souls Catholic Church Social Hall 
                              810 S. Oak Avenue, Sanford 
Tickets:                $10 per person 

Includes:              Light Lunch, Money Prizes, 50/50 Game, Basket Raffle, Door Prizes 
Contact:               Katherine (407-947-0768) or Liz (301-395-2961) 
To Benefit:          The Pregnancy Center of Sanford 
Request:              Please bring an unwrapped baby or new Mommy gift. 
 

On Saturday Feb. 16th, Blessed Sacrament CCW, BSCCW, will host its 3rd 

Annual Fashion Show at the Wesley Center in downtown Clermont. Doors 

open at 10 am for shopping with our fashion vendors. Lunch is at noon 

followed by Fashions by Chico's. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased by 

calling Carole Breza at 352 241-8072.       



IN MEMORIAM 

Kathy Kirchon 
                                                                                  By Faye Johnson 

 Trying to write about Kathy is a bit difficult.  She was a leader, a mentor and a good 

friend.  Not many people like to move to a new home - it’s hard.  One has to learn the 

area, get a house, furnish it, find a doctor, dentist, and find schools for the children.  

Most importantly, find a church. 

Kathy and her husband, Frank, did just that when she moved to Lakeland from Derby, 

Connecticut.  She chose her starting point at St. Joseph’s Church in Lakeland for her 

spiritual home. 

Kathy was soon involved in the Council of Catholic Women.  She served as treasurer 

and president of the St. Joseph Council of Catholic Women.   When their council 

closed, Kathy joined the St. John Neumann Council of Catholic Women.  In a short time 

she was asked to run as President of the Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women.  Kathy served two years as its president. 

How to describe Kathy?  I’m reminded of the Pope, a servant of the servants of God.  

Kathy was a servant of those she served.  She was like President Teddy Roosevelt - 

“walk softly and carry a big stick,” and like Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta - who saw 

Christ in everyone.  Kathy was a bit of all these great people and more -  a truly special 

person. 

Kathy had a love for council sisters, being a friend and a mentor to them.  Kathy 

pushed through illness, not complaining, just doing her job.  God was important to 

her; she served Him happily.  The theme for one of her conventions was “Life is a gift 

from God - Nurture, Respect and Protect It.”  This was a life style that she emulated. 

One way to sum up the impact Kathy’s life had on her fellow council sisters was 

evident by the number of council sisters in Central Deanery who drove through 

dangerous weather conditions to show how much impact she had on them.  This we 

saw on Thursday, December 20th at her funeral.  Kathy, we will miss your leadership 

and wisdom. 


