Pray Together Wednesdays

10/18/18

October is also Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Let us pray:

Prayer to End Domestic Violence

O, Lord, our society is struggling with the stress and breakdown of our families due to many causes, one of which is violence.  Violence can be physical, emotional and verbal.  We are all Your children and deserve love and respect.  Please help us to take a stand if we suspect someone is in a violent situation and to assist them in finding refuge, counsel, and the help they need to learn Your will for them.  We will always couple our actions with humble prayers for Your guidance.  We will also strive to aid the victims in the family who witness the violence towards a loved one in order to try to break this cycle of behavior.  We beseech You to help us find the courage to do what is needed to walk the path Your Son showed us.  In His name, Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen

  Prayer was written by members of the NCCW Spirituality Commission 2014
Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

In Christ and His Mother,

Kathy Leigh

ODCCW President 2018-2020

10/10/18

October is also Respect Life Month.
Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, you created human life with beauty and dignity.  Your Son became one with us in his incarnation. Help us to realize the sacredness of human life and to respect it from the moment of conception until the last moment at death.  Guide us in our struggle with sickness and death and our fight for rights of all. Give us courage to speak with truth and love and with conviction to respect all life. Help us to extend the gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those who do not reverence your gift of life. Grant us pardon for the times we have failed to be grateful for your precious gift of life or to respect it in others. We ask this in Jesus' Name.     Amen.

Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

In Christ and His Mother,

Kathy Leigh

ODCCW President 2018-2020

10/3/18

October is a busy awareness month let's begin this Marian month by praying the rosary together as Pope Francis has requested

“The Holy Father has decided to invite all the faithful, of all the world, to pray the Holy Rosary every day, during the entire Marian month of October, and thus to join in communion and in penitence, as the people of God, in asking the Holy Mother of God and Saint Michael Archangel to protect the Church from the devil, who always seeks to separate us from God and from each other.”
Pope Francis has also asked that we please conclude each rosary with the following:
The invocation “Sub Tuum Praesidium” is recited as follows:
We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
Prayer to Saint Michael Archangel:
Saint Michael Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

In Christ and His Mother,

Kathy Leigh

ODCCW President 2018-2020

9/26/18

Johnny Appleseed Day celebrates the famous apple tree planter, whose real name was John Chapman. It is celebrated on two days—March 11 and September 26. Some sources list Johnny Appleseed's death day as March 11, but some list it as March 18, 1845. Johnny Appleseed Day is either celebrated on March 11 because it is the anniversary of his death, or because it is during planting season. Johnny Appleseed's birthday is September 26, in 1774, so that is why it is also celebrated on that day. 

Johnny Appleseed's birthplace is in Leominster, Massachusetts.

Personal note:   I was born and raised in Fitchburg, Massachusetts known as the twin city to Leominster.  For me Johnny Appleseed Day meant the beginning of the autumn season and apple picking time!!   Praying all of you have a bountiful season of autumn.
And together let us pray:

Almighty and Eternal God, You keep on giving abundance to men in the dew of heaven, and food out of the richness of the soil. We give thanks to Your most gracious majesty for the fruits of the field which we have gathered. We beg of You, in Your mercy, to bless our harvest, which we have received from Your generosity. Preserve it, and keep it from all harm. Grant, too, that all those whose desires You have filled with these good things may be happy in Your protection. May they praise Your mercies forever, and make use of the good things that do not last in such a way that they may not lose those goods that are everlasting, through Christ our Lord.   Amen.
Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

In Christ and His Mother,

Kathy Leigh

ODCCW President 2018-2020

9/12/18

Today let us pray together for all of us who face storms in our lives and for those that are in the path of Hurricane Florence:


Saint Medard, patron saint for protection against bad storms, we ask you to intercede for us during the storms of our lives as well as the storms in nature. Protect our families and our homes. We pray for assistance for the victims of hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, and other natural disasters. Loving God, send in more helpers, and multiply resources and supplies for the aid of those in need. You calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee; deliver us from the storms that are raging around us now.
Saint Medard, pray for us!
  

And also


The Feast of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary is an optional memorial celebrated in the liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church on  September 12th. 
Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed are thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.
Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death
Amen.
Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

8/29/18

Today we begin the 98th Annual NCCW Convention.  This years theme is  NCCW Reflecting God’s Joy Missionary Disciples – Mission Possible

As those of us attending convention begin reflecting on God's joy - we are still reflecting on situations that have been disclosed over the past weeks.  

Let us prayer together a prayer from one of God's missionary disciples.

            The Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

8/22/18

I, like many of you, am in pain and disbelief over the investigation that has been disclosed in Pennsylvania.

Through this pain we as Catholic Christians should remain strong in our faith.  As we pray the Our Father each week we say "forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us" Forgiveness close to home can be the hardest. 

Pray that Our mother Mary will wrap each victim in her mantle, as she wrapped her Son in His swaddling clothes.  Clothing them with mercy, healing and love.

Most of all pray for our Priests, our Bishops, and our Pope as they deal with this atrocity.

Together let us pray:      Prayer for Priests
Gracious and loving God, we thank your for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.
Amen.
Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

8/15/18
Today is the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. 
Luke 1: 46-65  The Canticle of Mary. 


And Mary said:
"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
and has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever."

and together we pray:

Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise,
for all life and all holiness come from you. In the plan of your wisdom she who bore the Christ in her womb was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven.
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness and join in her hymn of endless love and praise.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen

Our Lady of Good Counsel - pray for us.

8/8/18

It is that time of year again!  All teachers are preparing their classrooms, and all parents are preparing their children for another school year.  All administrative staff is returning to their desks, bus drivers are getting back behind the wheel. This year the School Resource Officers  have undergone training to better protect our children in schools.  College students are heading to their dorms, professors are preparing for another year.  Let’s prayer together - 
 
Prayers to Begin a School Year
God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, 
for mind, body and spirit. Be with our children as they begin a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff. Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to their minds as they search for understanding; and peace and zeal to their hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
From catholic household blessings and prayers
In Christ and His Mother,

Kathy Leigh

ODCCW President 2018-2020

8/1/18

The Holy Fathers prayer intention for the month of August is 

       Universal - The Treasure of Families

That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as one of the treasures of humanity

Let's prayer together for our families

We bless your name O Lord, for sending your own incarnate Son, to become part of a family, so that, as he lived its life, he would experience its worries and its joys.

We ask you, Lord, to protect and watch over this family, so that in the strength of your grace its members may enjoy prosperity, possess the priceless gift of your peace and, as the Church alive in the home, bear witness in this world to your glory.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen

--- from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

7/18/18

Today is the feast day of St. Camillus de Lellis - patron saint of the sick.

Let us pray together for all the sick and suffering

All praise and glory are yours, Lord our God. 
For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen. 
In Christ and His Mother,
Kathy

7/11/18 

Prayer intention of the Holy Father for the Month of July

Evangelization: Priests and their Pastoral Ministry - That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their pastoral work, may find help and comfort in their intimacy with the Lord and in their friendship with their brother priests.

Let us pray for our priests

Gracious and loving God, we thank your for the gift of our priests.

Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments.

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.

Set their souls on fire with love for your people.

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.

Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.

Amen.

Prayer for Priests from USCCB for Year of the Priest.
In Christ and His Mother,
Kathy

7/4/18  Prayer for Independence Day

God, source of all freedom,

this day is bright with the memory of those

who declared life and liberty are your gift to every human being.

Help us to continue a good work begun long ago.

Make our vision clear and our will strong:

that only in human solidarity will we find liberty,

and justice only in the honor that belongs to every life on earth.

Turn our hearts toward the family of nations:

to understand the ways of others, to offer friendship,

and to find safety only in the common good of all.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

– from Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

Enjoy your day with family and friends, stay safe.

God Bless the USA!!

