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The EDCCW is enjoying a very busy year.    

 

Leadership Commission Report 

 

Our Leadership activities featured sessions from Trainer, Rosi Schuhmacher.  An overview of 

Council was presented – its structure, operations, and duties of officers and commission chairs.  

The importance of delegation and finding the right people were also stressed. 

 

Rosi also treated us to ‘M and M’s; Membership and Mentoring’.  Mentoring as critical in 

developing strong councils. Mentoring is sharing and caring, a nurturing relationship between 

members. She stressed that participation of members is important, not just numbers.  She 

challenged us to ask members the question: “What do you expect from this organization?”.   

   

A number of affiliations have started mentoring programs.  St. Ann’s in DeBary initiated a 

mentoring project with their Junior CCW.  Prince of Peace CCW continued the goal of 

leadership development of members with development of personality and interest inventories.   

St. Peter’s developed an image brochure and sponsored a ‘Come and See’ event to familiarize 

parishioners with the CCW.  Many affiliations hosted membership teas and grew in membership 

this year.  

   

  

Legislative Commission Report 

 

   

The 2018-2019 EDCCW Council Year started with an important mid-term election for all US 

Representatives and 1/3 of the US Senate. Affiliations were kept informed about the candidates 

who are pro-life and aligned with the US Catholic Conference of Bishops positions on important 

political issues.  

 

Important this year was the many amendments on the November 2018 ballot. Our ladies were 

encouraged to attend free programs to “Learn About the Amendments” held throughout the 

Eastern Deanery.  

 

A list of informative websites breaking down the Amendments as well as specific details and 

voting records of candidates was distributed. Being an informed voter was highlighted at 

meetings and in church bulletins. Most importantly, our ladies were instructed on absentee 

ballots, deadlines for acquiring a ballot and the deadline for submission. Early voting was also 

encouraged with specific information about locations and time frames disseminated. 

 

October is Respect Life Month. On Sunday, October 7, 2018 the National Life Chain was held in 

all 50 states with many small towns and large cities participating. Our Deanery Legislative 

Commission Chair is also the Florida State Director for the National Life Chain.  She reported 



amazing turnout for the event throughout our beautiful state. Thousands of pro-life individuals of 

all ages, both male and female, stood along roads and highways, holding signs as a testimony to 

their community that we believe life to be precious and needs to be protected. This 1 ½ hour 

prayerful vigil was a powerful witness to our friends, family and community that we believe 

abortion kills innocent unborn children and is totally wrong. Each year, this event becomes larger 

and more powerful. Many of our EDCCW members and church pastors participated outside 

while many prayed in church chapels. 

 

Upcoming for the 2019 year will be a monthly email blast to inform each of our affiliation 

Legislative Chairs about important legislation in need of our attention. A list of all newly elected 

office holders and their contact information will be provided for distribution to affiliation 

members. A call to action will be announced when legislation, both national and state requires 

phone calls, editorial letters, and discussions within our groups.   

 

Spirituality Commission Report 

 

The continuing goal of our affiliation Spiritual commissions is to deepen, enhance and enrich the 

Faith of each of our members.  To meet these goals, a number of innovative activities were held, 

including the following:   

 

St. Peter’s members attend a monthly Senior Day Retreat at San Pedro Retreat Center. 

St. Ann’s and St. Peter’s are planning a Pilgrimage to St. Joseph’s Monastery. 

St. Brendan’s sponsored  the “Discovering Mary/Discovering Mary program in the Fall. 

Sacred Heart members attend Mass monthly on the First Saturday.   

Epiphany is using an interactive Prayer Chain at its meetings intended to have the members pray 

for each other and encourage new friendships. 

Our Lady of Hope members write a request for a special intention that is placed in a basket and 

these petitions are chosen by the members for further prayer. They give toy soldiers to their 

members to remind them to pray for peace and for the members of the armed forces. 

Our Lady Star of the Sea begins each meeting with a truly inspiring spiritual reading. 

Prince of Peace members enjoyed an evening of reflection entitled ”Doing Good for the Lord”. 

They also attended a Eucharistic Mission conducted by Fr. Kevin McCarthy. 

Our Lady of the Lakes.  All members took part in a very successful “Angel Tree” program.  This 

program not only brings joy to the children but offers hope to their parents. 

 

Father Peter Henry, the long-time Spiritual Advisor for the Eastern Deanery, retired this past 

year and has been reassigned to the Basilica at The National Shrine of Mary Queen of the 

Universe in Orlando.  A farewell party was given by the St. Ann’s CCW.   

 

Bishop Noonan assigned our new Spiritual Advisor, Father Andrezej Jurkiewicz.  Fr. Andrew is 

the new Pastor at St. Ann’s.  We look forward to having the spiritual guidance of Father Andrew. 

 

Father Tom Connery, Pastor and Spiritual Advisor for St. Peter’s was reassigned to St. Theresa 

in Belleview FL.  The new Pastor and Spiritual Advisor for St. Peter’s is Father Gilbert Medina. 

Father Medina is an ardent supporter of the CCW! 

 



Service Commission Report 

 

The EDCCW affiliations were very busy this Fall with several charitable events including the 

following: 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, New Smyrna Beach, held a Bazaar and Special Auction with proceeds 

of over $5,000 given to human services ministries and other charities. 

Our Lady of Hope, Port Orange, held a card party and bake sale with >$1500 profits.   

St Ann’s, Debary, made Christmas cards and small gifts, and delivered them to a local nursing 

Home.  They also sent 30 ‘pillow case’ dresses to a shelter for abused girls in Puerto Rico. 

A baby shower was given for the benefit of the Central Florida Pregnancy Center in Deltona and 

the Visitation House in DeLand. 

St Peter’s CCW in DeLand donated socks, batteries, personal hygiene items and snacks to fill 50 

bags for the homeless.  The homebound in the parish are visited regularly and 25 Christmas 

stockings were given to them.  

Prince of Peace in Ormond Beach had a profitable Arts and Crafts Fair, raising over $4,000.  The 

annual ‘Boxes for the Military’ drive netted 36 care packages for the military who are deployed 

oversees. 

St. Brendan the Navigator in Ormond Beach also held an Arts and Crafts Fair with >$1,900 

profit and collected donations for God’s Bath House, a mobile van for the homeless, with 

showers, clothing and food.  

Church of the Epiphany in Port Orange, donated items to the Pregnancy Crisis Center, the 

Veterans, and the Teacher’s School Supply drive.  Cookies were made for the needy and 

homebound.  Care packages are also sent to their seminarian, Zack Parker.  A Christmas Bazaar 

and Christmas Shop were big successes. 

Educational guest speakers at the affiliation meetings included Human Services, Housing 

Authority, and a Human Trafficking Crimes Detective.   

 

Other Activities 

For fun, many affiliations had covered dish luncheons, bunco parties, Breakfasts with Santa, Fun 

and Games days, and movie outings. 

  

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

Deborah Starcevich, President, St. Peter CCW  


