Service Projects Ideas

1. Diaper/ wipe drive – This CCW noticed that Our Brother’s keeper often ran out of diapers/ wipes so they organized a diaper/ wipe drive.  They asked parishioners to donate diapers and wipes for Our Brother’s keeper.  The result was that they collected 2 full vans of diapers and wipes along with $700 for future needs. 

2. First Responders appreciation project – This CCW contacted local fire departments and police departments to determine how many first responders worked at each location.  They collected candy and assembled "First Responders survival kits” containing lifesaver (for the many times they have been one), smarties (for split second decisions), kisses (to show love), gum (to help stick together), tootsie rolls (roll with the punches), peppermint patty (to keep their cool), mounds (for mounds of courage), and laffy taffy (for stress relief).  The kits were distributed to local first responders right before Thanksgiving.

3. Refugee Assistance program – This CCW provided assistance and friendship to refugee families by helping the family find Doctors, stores, government facilities, schools, etc.  They helped the families learn English and assist with employment search.  They also provided families with clothing and household items. 

4. North Brevard Cold Night Shelter – This CCW organized a cold weather shelter since there was none in their area.  They found a place to shelter the homeless and provided them with cots, showers, clean clothing, coffee, evening meal, breakfast, bag lunch, and companionship.  Because of their efforts three of the guests were able to secure housing through local services. 

5. Ten steps to brain fitness- This CCW organized a speaker that discussed the importance of exercise, nutrition, and lifestyle factors in maintaining healthy brain function. 

6. Easter baskets for children in need – This CCW contributed baskets, grass, candy and other goodies so they could assemble 60 Easter baskets.  Included in the baskets was a booklet explaining the meaning of Easter.  The baskets were delivered to Catholic Charities to be sent to homeless children.

7. Knitting and sewing for others – This CCW is making pillowcase dresses, T-shirts and shorts and has sent them to Sri Lanka and Uganda.  They also knit prayer shawls and lap robes for those in need of comfort.  They meet twice a month to work on their projects and have had requests for the shawls/ robes from local nursing homes. 

8. Running on Island time – This CCW provided the breakfast for their Parish School’s fundraiser.  They provided the breakfast and with their help the school raised much needed funds and have asked them for additional help. 

9. Bereavement Honor Guard – This CCW (Orlando) purchased NCCW scarves and whenever there is a funeral for a member the guard stands in the center aisle as the body is moved forward into church and as the body is removed from the church.  

10. Stockings of love – This CCW provided stockings for the residents of the Fr. Ennis Village for Christmas morning.  The Fr. Ennis Village is a facility where men who are recently released from prison live and receive support.  Each stocking contained a $20 gift card, candy, snacks, and note of encouragement. 

11. Support for victims of earthquake and hurricane in Haiti – This CCW collected money and items to help victims in Haiti.  A member of the parish from Haiti discussed with them the needs of the people of Haiti so they collected linens, clothes, soap, toiletries, and made 20 pillowcase dresses for the people of Haiti.  Several large boxes were sent to aid the people of Haiti.  

12. Happy feet and warm toes – This CCW provided 45 pairs fo shoes and 60 pairs of socks for the homeless by raising money through Bunco and Catholic Hold’ em game nights. They raised $600 and worked with a local food and clothing pantry to identify people who needed shoes and socks before the weather turned cold. 

13. Talbot House toiletries project – This CCW purchased blue and pink bags which they distributed to their members during a meeting.  Each member who took a bag filled it with toiletries for either a man or a woman and returned the bag at the next CCW meeting.  118 bags were filled and taken to the local homeless shelter. 

14. Christmas Stocking stuffers – This CCW contacted a shelter who had composed a ‘wish list’ for the shelter’s children.  Each member chose a child and purchased a gift or two.  41 children aged 1 month to 17 years, received gifts to open on Christmas morning. 

15. Coat Collection for homeless students – This CCW collected coats, jackets, and sweaters from two parishes to donate to homeless students.  In total they collected 184 coats, jackets, and sweaters.

16. The Rah-rah project – This CCW contacted their school principal to express their appreciation to the teachers and staff.  They provided birthday cards for teachers and staff, holiday cards, prayer cards at the beginning of the school year, bins of snacks, organized a pre-planning luncheon, Thanksgiving soup of the day, New Year’s luncheon, and made badges for the Athletic Director to present to each member of the 3rd grade soccer team who won a local championship.  

17. Eggs for the homeless – This CCW provided eggs, a protein rich food, to the homeless in conjunction with their Parish’s loaves and fishes ministry which feeds the homeless where they are.  They donated and cooked the eggs for the distribution days. 

Here is a list of additional projects that were discussed in the Service Presentation!  Thanks so much to everyone and their fabulous ideas!

· This CCW participated in The Family Promise Which allowed 4 homeless families live in the school during the summer.  The families were housed by 14 different parishes for a total of one year and during that year they received job training/ help to find employment and educational help for them and the children.  

· This CCW has a baby shower for Jesus and all of the items that are brought in are donated to a local pregnancy center.  

· This CCW collects items and sends them to the servicemen and women overseas.  The boxes are sent through the post office to an APO so there is reduced postage. 

· This CCW hosted a fashion show with all the proceeds benefiting Genesis House.  The whole Parish was invited so they raised $6,000 dollars.  They felt that they were so successful because they made it clear that the donations were going to Genesis House.  

· This CCW provided stockings filled with goodies at Christmas time to the recipients of their local meals on wheels participants. 

· This CCW has a hot meal program during Lent.  They raised $5,000 for charity through their program. 

“No one can do everything, but everyone can do something!”


Max Lucado

